
Fifth Sunday of Easter, April 28

The Collect and Psalm will be read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

The First Lesson, Epistle and Gospel will be read from the Revised Standard Version Bible

The Collect: Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to 

know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly 

follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 8:26-40

26 But an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that 

goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert road. 27 And he rose and went. And 

behold, an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a minister of the Can′dace, queen of the Ethiopians, in 

charge of all her treasure, had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning; seated 

in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go up and

join this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and 

asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless 

some one guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the 

passage of the scripture which he was reading was this:

“As a sheep led to the slaughter

or a lamb before its shearer is dumb,

so he opens not his mouth.

33 In his humiliation justice was denied him.

Who can describe his generation?

For his life is taken up from the earth.”

34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, pray, does the prophet say this, about 

himself or about some one else?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this 



scripture he told him the good news of Jesus. 36 And as they went along the road they 

came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What is to prevent my being 

baptized?” 38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the 

water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39 And when they came up out of the 

water, the Spirit of the Lord caught up Philip; and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on

his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip was found at Azo′tus, and passing on he preached the 

gospel to all the towns till he came to Caesare′a.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm: Psalm 22:24-30

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; *

       I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.

25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied,

   and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: *

      “May your heart live for ever!”

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, *

       and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.

27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; *

       he rules over the nations.

28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; *

       all who go down to the dust fall before him.

29 My soul shall live for him;

   my descendants shall serve him; *

       they shall be known as the Lord’S for ever.

30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn *

       the saving deeds that he has done.

Epistle: 1 John 4:7-21

7 Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of God, and he who loves is born of God and 

knows God. 8 He who does not love does not know God; for God is love. 9 In this the love 



of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we 

might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and 

sent his Son to be the expiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought 

to love one another. 12 No man has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in 

us and his love is perfected in us.

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his own 

Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the

world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in 

God. 16 So we know and believe the love God has for us. God is love, and he who abides 

in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 17 In this is love perfected with us, that we 

may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so are we in this world. 

18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with 

punishment, and he who fears is not perfected in love. 19 We love, because he first loved 

us. 20 If any one says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not 

love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this 

commandment we have from him, that he who loves God should love his brother also.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: John 15:1-8 

15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch of mine that bears 

no fruit, he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear 

more fruit. 3 You are already made clean by the word which I have spoken to you. 4 Abide 

in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, 

neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches. He who 

abides in me, and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 

nothing. 6 If a man does not abide in me, he is cast forth as a branch and withers; and the 

branches are gathered, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words 

abide in you, ask whatever you will, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this my Father is 

glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples. 

The Gospel of the Lord



On April 29 we celebrate the life of Catherine of Siena. Read from A Great Cloud of 

Witnesses.

Catherine Benincasa was the youngest of twenty-five children of a wealthy dyer of Siena. At

six years of age, she had a remarkable vision that probably decided her life’s vocation. 

Walking home from a visit, she stopped on the road and gazed upward, oblivious to 

everything around her. “I beheld our Lord seated in glory with St. Peter, St. Paul, and St. 

John.” She went on to say, later, that the Savior smiled on her and blessed her.

From then on, Catherine spent most of her time in prayer and meditation, despite her 

mother’s attempts to force her to be like other girls. To settle matters, Catherine cut off her 

hair, her chief beauty. The family harassed her continually; but in the end, convinced that 

she was deaf to all opposition, her father let her do as she would: close herself away in a 

darkened room, fast, and sleep on boards. Eventually, she was accepted as a Dominican 

postulant.

Catherine had numerous visions, and was also tried most severely by loathsome 

temptations and degrading images. Frequently, she felt totally abandoned by the Lord. At 

last, in 1366, the Savior appeared with Mary and the Heavenly Host, and espoused her to 

himself, so ending her years of lonely prayer and struggle. She became a nurse, as 

Dominicans regularly did, caring for patients with leprosy and cancer, whom other nurses 

disliked to treat.

Opinion in Siena was sharply divided about whether she was a saint or a fanatic, but when 

the Bishop of Capua was appointed her confessor, he helped her to win full support from 

the Dominican Mother House. Catherine was a courageous worker in time of severe plague;

she visited prisoners condemned to death; she constantly was called upon to arbitrate feuds

and to prepare troubled sinners for confession.

During the great schism of the papacy, with rival popes in Rome and Avignon, Catherine 

wrote tirelessly to princes, kings, and popes, urging them to restore the unity of the Church. 

She even went to Rome to press further for the cause.



Besides her many letters to all manner of people, Catherine wrote a Dialogue, a mystical 

work dictated in ecstasy. Exhausted and paralyzed, she died at the age of thirty-three.

Let us pray:Everlasting God, you so kindled the flame of holy love in the heart of blessed 

Catherine of Siena, as she meditated on the passion of your Son our Savior, that she 

devoted her life to the poor and the sick, and to the peace and unity of the Church: Grant 

that we also may share in the mystery of Christ’s death, and rejoice in the revelation of his 

glory; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.


