
Day of Pentecost, May 19, 2024

The Collect and Psalm will be read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

The First Lesson, Second Lesson and Gospel will be read from English Standard Version 

Anglicized Bible

The Collect: Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and

nation by the promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by 

the preaching of the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 2:1-21 

2 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly 

there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house 

where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on 

each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.

5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven.

6 And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each 

one was hearing them speak in his own language. 7 And they were amazed and 

astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we 

hear, each of us in his own native language? 9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites and 

residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 

11 both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own 

tongues the mighty works of God.” 12 And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 

another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others mocking said, “They are filled with new 

wine.”



14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of 

Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. 

15 For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day.

16 But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel:

17 “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares,

that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh,

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,

    and your young men shall see visions,

    and your old men shall dream dreams;

18 even on my male servants and female servants

    in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.

19 And I will show wonders in the heavens above

    and signs on the earth below,

    blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke;

20 the sun shall be turned to darkness

    and the moon to blood,

    before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day.

21 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be 

saved.’

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Ezekiel 37:1-14

37 The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord and 

set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2 And he led me around among

them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were

very dry. 3 And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord

God, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry

bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, I will 

cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will 

cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall



live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.”

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and 

behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 And I looked, and 

behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 

them. But there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; 

prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four 

winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10 So I prophesied as he 

commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an 

exceedingly great army.

11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, 

they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off.’ 12 Therefore 

prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open your graves and 

raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13 And 

you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and raise you from your 

graves, O my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will 

place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the Lord; I have spoken, and I 

will do it, declares the Lord.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm: Psalm 104: 25-35,37

25 O Lord, how manifold are your works! *

       in wisdom you have made them all;

       the earth is full of your creatures.

26 Yonder is the great and wide sea

   with its living things too many to number, *

       creatures both small and great.

27 There move the ships,

   and there is that Leviathan, *

       which you have made for the sport of it.



28 All of them look to you *

       to give them their food in due season.

29 You give it to them; they gather it; *

       you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.

30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; *

       you take away their breath,

       and they die and return to their dust.

31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; *

       and so you renew the face of the earth.

32 May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; *

       may the Lord rejoice in all his works.

33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; *

       he touches the mountains and they smoke.

34 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; *

       I will praise my God while I have my being.

35 May these words of mine please him; *

       I will rejoice in the Lord.

37 Bless the Lord, O my soul. *

       Hallelujah!

Second Lesson: Romans 8:22-27 

22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth

until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 

Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.

24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for 

what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we 

ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he 

who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 

the saints according to the will of God.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people



or Acts 2:1-21

2 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly 

there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house 

where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on 

each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.

5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven.

6 And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each 

one was hearing them speak in his own language. 7 And they were amazed and 

astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we 

hear, each of us in his own native language? 9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites and 

residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 

11 both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own 

tongues the mighty works of God.” 12 And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 

another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others mocking said, “They are filled with new 

wine.”

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of 

Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. 

15 For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day.

16 But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel:

17 “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares,

that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh,

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,

    and your young men shall see visions,

    and your old men shall dream dreams;

18 even on my male servants and female servants

    in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.

19 And I will show wonders in the heavens above

    and signs on the earth below,



    blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke;

20 the sun shall be turned to darkness

    and the moon to blood,

    before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day.

21 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be 

saved.’

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15 

26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, 

who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 27 And you also will bear 

witness, because you have been with me from the beginning.

“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5 But now I 

am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 But 

because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless, I tell 

you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will 

not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 8 And when he comes, he will convict the

world concerning sin and righteousness and judgement: 9 concerning sin, because they do 

not believe in me; 10 concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will 

see me no longer; 11 concerning judgement, because the ruler of this world is judged.

12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 When the Spirit

of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, 

but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 

14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the 

Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

The Gospel of the Lord



On May 24 we celebrate the life of Jackson Kemper First Missionary Bishop in the 

United States. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses

When the General Convention of 1835 made all the members of The Episcopal Church 

members also of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society, it provided at the same time

for missionary bishops to serve in the wilderness and in foreign countries. Jackson Kemper 

was the first such bishop. Although he was assigned to Missouri and Indiana, he laid 

foundations also in Iowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Nebraska, and Kansas, and made 

extensive missionary tours in the South and Southwest. 

Kemper was born in Pleasant Valley, New York, on December 24, 1789. He graduated from 

Columbia College in 1809 and was ordained deacon in 1811 and priest in 1814.

He served Bishop White as Assistant at Christ Church, Philadelphia. At his urging, Bishop 

White made his first and only visitation in western Pennsylvania. In 1835, Kemper was 

ordained bishop, and immediately set out on his travels.

Because Episcopal clergymen, mostly from well-to-do Eastern homes, found it hard to 

adjust to the harsh life of the frontier—scorching heat, drenching rains, and winter blizzards

—Kemper established Kemper College in St. Louis, Missouri, the first of many similar 

attempts to train clergymen, and in more recent times lay persons as well, for specialized 

tasks in the Church. The College failed in 1845 from the usual malady of such projects in 

the church—inadequate funding. Nashotah House, in Wisconsin, which he founded in 1842,

with the help of James Lloyd Breck and his companions, was more successful. So was 

Racine College, founded in 1852. Both these institutions reflected Kemper’s devotion to 

beauty in ritual and worship.

Kemper pleaded for more attention to the Native Americans and encouraged the translation 

of services into native languages. He described a service among the Oneida which was 

marked by “courtesy, reverence, worship—and obedience to that Great Spirit in whose 

hands are the issues of life.”



From 1859 until his death, Kemper was diocesan Bishop of Wisconsin. He is more justly 

honored by his unofficial title, “The Bishop of the Whole Northwest.”

Let us pray: Lord God, in your providence Jackson Kemper was chosen first missionary 

bishop in this land, and by his arduous labor and travel congregations were established in 

scattered settlements of the West: Grant that the Church may always be faithful to its 

mission, and have the vision, courage, and perseverance to make known to all people the 

Good News of Jesus Christ; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen.


