
Seventh Sunday of Easter, May 12

The Collect and Psalm will be read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

The First Lesson, Epistle and Gospel will be read from the Christian Standard Bible

The Collect: O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with 

great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your 

Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone 

before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. 

Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26

15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers and sisters—the number of people 

who were together was about a hundred twenty—and said, 16 “Brothers and sisters, it was 

necessary that the Scripture be fulfilled that the Holy Spirit through the mouth of David 

foretold about Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17 For he was one

of our number and shared in this ministry.” 

21 “Therefore, from among the men who have accompanied us during the whole time the 

Lord Jesus went in and out among us— 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day

he was taken up from us—from among these, it is necessary that one become a witness 

with us of his resurrection.”

23 So they proposed two: Joseph, called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and 

Matthias. 24 Then they prayed, “You, Lord, know everyone’s hearts; show which of these 

two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this apostolic ministry that Judas left to go 

where he belongs.” 26 Then they cast lots for them, and the lot fell to Matthias and he was 

added to the eleven apostles.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people



Psalm: Psalm 1

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *

       nor lingered in the way of sinners,

       nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *

       and they meditate on his law day and night.

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,

   bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *

       everything they do shall prosper.

4 It is not so with the wicked; *

       they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *

       nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *

       but the way of the wicked is doomed.

Epistle: 1 John 5:9-13

9 If we accept human testimony, God’s testimony is greater, because it is God’s testimony 

that he has given about his Son. 10 The one who believes in the Son of God has this 

testimony within himself. The one who does not believe God has made him a liar, because 

he has not believed in the testimony God has given about his Son. 11 And this is the 

testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 The one who has the 

Son has life. The one who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 I have 

written these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may 

know that you have eternal life. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: John 17:6-19 

6 “I have revealed your name to the people you gave me from the world. They were yours, 

you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything you 



have given me is from you, 8 because I have given them the words you gave me. They 

have received them and have known for certain that I came from you. They have believed 

that you sent me.

9 “I pray for them. I am not praying for the world but for those you have given me, because 

they are yours. 10 Everything I have is yours, and everything you have is mine, and I am 

glorified in them. 11 I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming 

to you. Holy Father, protect them by your name that you have given me, so that they may 

be one as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I was protecting them by your name that 

you have given me. I guarded them and not one of them is lost, except the son of 

destruction, so that the Scripture may be fulfilled. 13 Now I am coming to you, and I speak 

these things in the world so that they may have my joy completed in them. 14 I have given 

them your word. The world hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of

the world. 15 I am not praying that you take them out of the world but that you protect them 

from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify 

them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I also have sent 

them into the world. 19 I sanctify myself for them, so that they also may be sanctified by the 

truth.

The Gospel of the Lord

On May 13 we celebrate the life of Frances Perkins Public Servant and Prophetic 

Witness.  Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Frances Perkins was the first woman to serve a President of the United States as a member

of the Cabinet.

Born in Boston on April 10, 1880, and educated at Mount Holyoke College and Columbia 

University, Perkins was passionate about the social problems occasioned by the continuing 

effects of industrialization and urbanization.

As a young adult, she discovered The Episcopal Church and was confirmed at the Church 

of the Holy Spirit in Lake Forest, Illinois, on June 11, 1905, and she remained a faithful and 



active Episcopalian for the remainder of her life.

After moving to New York, she became an advocate for industrial safety and persistent 

voice for the reform of what she believed were unjust labor laws. This work got the attention

of two of New York’s governors, Al Smith and Franklin D. Roosevelt, in whose state 

administrations she took part.

President Roosevelt appointed her to a Cabinet post as Secretary of Labor, a position she 

would hold for twelve years. As Secretary of Labor, Perkins would have a major role in 

shaping the New Deal legislation signed into law by President Roosevelt, most notably the 

establishment of the Social Security program.

During her years of public service, Frances Perkins depended upon her faith, her life of 

prayer, and the guidance of her church for the support she needed to assist the United 

States and its leadership to face the enormous problems of the time. During her time as 

Secretary of Labor, she would take time away from her duties on a monthly basis and make 

a retreat with the All Saints Sisters of the Poor in nearby Catonsville, Maryland. She spoke 

publicly of how the Incarnation informed her convinction that humans ought to work with 

God to create a just Christian social order.

Following her public service, she became a professor of industrial and labor relations at 

Cornell University. She remained active in teaching, social justice advocacy, and in the 

mission of The Episcopal Church. She was an eloquent example of lay ministry, writing that 

“the special vocation of the laity is to conduct and carry on the worldly and secular affairs of 

modern society . . . in order that all men may be maintained in health and decency.” She 

died in New York City on May 14, 1965.

Let us pray: Loving God, we bless your Name for Frances Perkins, who in faithfulness to 

her baptism sought to build a society in which all may live in health and decency: Help us, 

following her example and in union with her prayers, to contend tirelessly for justice and for 

the protection of all, that we may be faithful followers of Jesus Christ; who with you and the 

Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


