
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost, Aug. 4

The Collect and Psalms will be read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

The Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel will be read from The World English Bible

The Collect: Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, 

because it cannot continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your 

goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: 2 Samuel 11:26 – 12:13a

26 When Uriah’s wife heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she mourned for her 

husband. 27 When the mourning was past, David sent and took her home to his house, and

she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing that David had done displeased 

Yahweh. 

1 Yahweh sent Nathan to David. He came to him, and said to him, “There were two men in 

one city: the one rich, and the other poor. 2 The rich man had very many flocks and herds, 

3 but the poor man had nothing, except one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and 

raised. It grew up together with him and with his children. It ate of his own food, drank of his 

own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was like a daughter to him. 4 A traveler came to the rich

man, and he didn’t want to take of his own flock and of his own herd to prepare for the 

wayfaring man who had come to him, but took the poor man’s lamb and prepared it for the 

man who had come to him.” 

5 David’s anger burned hot against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As Yahweh lives, the 

man who has done this deserves to die! 6 He must restore the lamb fourfold, because he 

did this thing and because he had no pity!” 

7 Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what Yahweh, the God of Israel, says: ‘I 

anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you out of the hand of Saul. 8 I gave you your 



master’s house and your master’s wives into your bosom, and gave you the house of Israel 

and of Judah; and if that would have been too little, I would have added to you many more 

such things. 9 Why have you despised Yahweh’s word, to do that which is evil in his sight? 

You have struck Uriah the Hittite with the sword, have taken his wife to be your wife, and 

have slain him with the sword of the children of Ammon. 10 Now therefore the sword will 

never depart from your house, because you have despised me and have taken Uriah the 

Hittite’s wife to be your wife.’ 

11 “This is what Yahweh says: ‘Behold, I will raise up evil against you out of your own 

house; and I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he 

will lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 12 For you did this secretly, but I will do this 

thing before all Israel, and before the sun.’ ” 

13 David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against Yahweh.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's People

Track 1 Psalm Psalm 51:1-13

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; *

       in your great compassion blot out my offenses.

2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness *

       and cleanse me from my sin.

3 For I know my transgressions, *

       and my sin is ever before me.

4 Against you only have I sinned *

       and done what is evil in your sight.

5 And so you are justified when you speak *

       and upright in your judgment.

6 Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, *

       a sinner from my mother’s womb.

7 For behold, you look for truth deep within me, *

       and will make me understand wisdom secretly.



8 Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; *

       wash me, and I shall be clean indeed.

9 Make me hear of joy and gladness, *

       that the body you have broken may rejoice.

10 Hide your face from my sins *

       and blot out all my iniquities.

11 Create in me a clean heart, O God, *

       and renew a right spirit within me.

12 Cast me not away from your presence *

       and take not your holy Spirit from me.

13 Give me the joy of your saving help again *

       and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.

Track 2 Old Testament: Exodus 16:2-4,9-15 

2 The whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against 

Aaron in the wilderness; 3 and the children of Israel said to them, “We wish that we had 

died by Yahweh’s hand in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots, when we ate 

our fill of bread, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly 

with hunger.” 

4 Then Yahweh said to Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from the sky for you, and the 

people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, that I may test them, whether they 

will walk in my law or not.

9 Moses said to Aaron, “Tell all the congregation of the children of Israel, ‘Come close to 

Yahweh, for he has heard your murmurings.’ ” 10 As Aaron spoke to the whole congregation

of the children of Israel, they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, Yahweh’s glory 

appeared in the cloud. 11 Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying, 12 “I have heard the 

murmurings of the children of Israel. Speak to them, saying, ‘At evening you shall eat meat, 

and in the morning you shall be filled with bread. Then you will know that I am Yahweh your 

God.’ ” 



13 In the evening, quail came up and covered the camp; and in the morning the dew lay 

around the camp. 14 When the dew that lay had gone, behold, on the surface of the 

wilderness was a small round thing, small as the frost on the ground. 15 When the children 

of Israel saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they didn’t know what it was. 

Moses said to them, “It is the bread which Yahweh has given you to eat. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 2 Psalm Psalm 78:23-29

23 So he commanded the clouds above *

       and opened the doors of heaven.

24 He rained down manna upon them to eat *

       and gave them grain from heaven.

25 So mortals ate the bread of angels; *

       he provided for them food enough.

26 He caused the east wind to blow in the heavens *

       and led out the south wind by his might.

27 He rained down flesh upon them like dust *

       and winged birds like the sand of the sea.

28 He let it fall in the midst of their camp *

       and round about their dwellings.

29 So they ate and were well filled, *

       for he gave them what they craved.

Epistle: Ephesians 4: 1 – 16

1 I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to walk worthily of the calling with which you 

were called, 2 with all lowliness and humility, with patience, bearing with one another in 

love, 3 being eager to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body 

and one Spirit, even as you also were called in one hope of your calling, 5 one Lord, one 

faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in us all. 

7 But to each one of us, the grace was given according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 



8 Therefore he says, 

“When he ascended on high, 

he led captivity captive, 

and gave gifts to people.”* 

9 Now this, “He ascended”, what is it but that he also first descended into the lower parts of 

the earth? 10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, 

that he might fill all things. 

11 He gave some to be apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 

shepherds† and teachers; 12 for the perfecting of the saints, to the work of serving, to the 

building up of the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 

knowledge of the Son of God, to a full grown man, to the measure of the stature of the 

fullness of Christ, 14 that we may no longer be children, tossed back and forth and carried 

about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in craftiness, after the wiles of 

error; 15 but speaking truth in love, we may grow up in all things into him who is the head, 

Christ, 16 from whom all the body, being fitted and knit together through that which every 

joint supplies, according to the working in measure of each individual part, makes the body 

increase to the building up of itself in love. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: John 6:24-36

24 When the multitude therefore saw that Jesus wasn’t there, nor his disciples, they 

themselves got into the boats and came to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 25 When they found

him on the other side of the sea, they asked him, “Rabbi, when did you come here?” 

26 Jesus answered them, “Most certainly I tell you, you seek me, not because you saw 

signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled. 27 Don’t work for the food which 

perishes, but for the food which remains to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to 

you. For God the Father has sealed him.” 

28 They said therefore to him, “What must we do, that we may work the works of God?” 



29 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has 

sent.” 

30 They said therefore to him, “What then do you do for a sign, that we may see and 

believe you? What work do you do? 31 Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness. As it is 

written, ‘He gave them bread out of heaven† to eat.’ ”* 

32 Jesus therefore said to them, “Most certainly, I tell you, it wasn’t Moses who gave you 

the bread out of heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread out of heaven. 33 For the 

bread of God is that which comes down out of heaven and gives life to the world.” 

34 They said therefore to him, “Lord, always give us this bread.” 

35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will not be hungry, and

whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 36 But I told you that you have seen me, and 

yet you don’t believe. 

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On August 7 we celebrate the life of John Mason Neale, Priest. Read 

from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

John Mason Neale was born in London in 1818, studied at Cambridge, where he also 

served as tutor and chaplain, and was ordained to the priesthood in 1842. Chronic ill health 

made parish ministry impracticable, but in 1846, he was made warden of Sackville College, 

a charitable residence for the poor, which position he held for the rest of his life. Both a 

scholar and a creative poet, his skills in composing original verse and translating Latin and 

Greek hymns into effective English lyrics were devoted to the Church and were but one 

expression of his active support to the Oxford Movement in its revival of medieval liturgical 

forms. With such familiar words as “Good Christian men, rejoice” (The Hymnal 1982, #107),

“Come, ye faithful, raise the strain” (#199, 200), “All glory, laud, and honor” (#154, 155), 

“Sing, my tongue, the glorious battle” (#165, 166), and “Creator of the stars of night” (#60), 

he greatly enriched our hymnody.



Gentleness combined with firmness, good humor, modesty, patience, devotion, and “an 

unbounded charity,” describe Neale’s character. A prolific writer and compiler, his works 

include Medieval Hymns and Sequences, Hymns of the Eastern Church, Liturgiology and 

Church History, and a four-volume commentary on the Psalms. He established the Camden

Society, later called the Ecclesiological Society, and consistent with Anglo-Catholic 

principles that wed liturgical piety with compassionate social action, he founded the 

Sisterhood of St. Margaret for the relief of suffering women and girls.

Neale faced active persecution for his liturgical and theological principles. He was forced to 

resign his first parish due to disagreements with his bishop. He was physically attacked 

several times including at a funeral of one of the Sisters. Mobs threatened both him and his 

family, believing him to be a secret agent of the Vatican attempting to destroy the Church of 

England from within.

Though his work was little appreciated in England, his contributions were recognized both in

the United States and in Russia, where the Metropolitan presented him with a rare copy of 

the Old Believers’ Liturgy. He died on the Feast of the Transfiguration in 1866, at the age of 

46, leaving a lasting mark on our worship.

Let us pray: Grant, O God, that in all time of our testing we may know your presence and 

obey your will; that, following the example of your servant John Mason Neale, we may with 

integrity and courage accomplish what you give us to do, and endure what you give us to 

bear; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen.


