
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost, August 18

The Collect and Psalms will be read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer.

The Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel will be read from the Revised Standard Version 

Bible

The Collect: Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, 

and also an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his 

redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: 1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 

10 Then David slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David. 11 And the time 

that David reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned seven years in Hebron, and thirty-

three years in Jerusalem. 12 So Solomon sat upon the throne of David his father; and his 

kingdom was firmly established.

3 Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of David his father; only, he sacrificed and

burnt incense at the high places. 4 And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that 

was the great high place; Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings upon that altar. 

5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I 

shall give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “Thou hast shown great and steadfast love to thy 

servant David my father, because he walked before thee in faithfulness, in righteousness, 

and in uprightness of heart toward thee; and thou hast kept for him this great and steadfast 

love, and hast given him a son to sit on his throne this day. 7 And now, O Lord my God, 

thou hast made thy servant king in place of David my father, although I am but a little child; I

do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And thy servant is in the midst of thy people whom 

thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered or counted for multitude. 9 Give

thy servant therefore an understanding mind to govern thy people, that I may discern 

between good and evil; for who is able to govern this thy great people?”



10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 And God said to him, “Because you 

have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your 

enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 behold, I 

now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none

like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. 13 I give you also what

you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all

your days. 14 And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments,

as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 1 Psalm: Psalm 111

1 Hallelujah!

   I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, *

       in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.

2 Great are the deeds of the Lord! *

       they are studied by all who delight in them.

3 His work is full of majesty and splendor, *

       and his righteousness endures for ever.

4 He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; *

       the Lord is gracious and full of compassion.

5 He gives food to those who fear him; *

       he is ever mindful of his covenant.

6 He has shown his people the power of his works *

       in giving them the lands of the nations.

7 The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; *

       all his commandments are sure.

8 They stand fast for ever and ever, *

       because they are done in truth and equity.

9 He sent redemption to his people;

   he commanded his covenant for ever; *

       holy and awesome is his Name.



10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; *

       those who act accordingly have a good understanding;

       his praise endures for ever.

Track 2 Old Testament: Proverbs 9:1-6 

Wisdom has built her house,

she has set up[a] her seven pillars.

2 She has slaughtered her beasts, she has mixed her wine,

    she has also set her table.

3 She has sent out her maids to call

    from the highest places in the town,

4 “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!”

    To him who is without sense she says,

5 “Come, eat of my bread

    and drink of the wine I have mixed.

6 Leave simpleness,[b] and live,

    and walk in the way of insight.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 2 Psalm: Psalm 34:9-14

9 Fear the Lord, you that are his saints, * 

       for those who fear him lack nothing.

10 The young lions lack and suffer hunger, * 

       but those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good.

11 Come, children, and listen to me; * 

       I will teach you the fear of the Lord.

12 Who among you loves life * 

       and desires long life to enjoy prosperity?

13 Keep your tongue from evil-speaking * 

       and your lips from lying words.



14 Turn from evil and do good; * 

       seek peace and pursue it.

Epistle: Ephesians 5:15-20

15 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, 16 making the most of

the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the

will of the Lord is. 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled 

with the Spirit, 19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing

and making melody to the Lord with all your heart, 20 always and for everything giving 

thanks in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God the Father.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: John 6:51-58 

51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven; if any one eats of this bread, he will

live for ever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the world is my flesh.”

52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh 

to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the 

Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in you; 54 he who eats my flesh and drinks

my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 55 For my flesh is food 

indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. 56 He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides 

in me, and I in him. 57 As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so he 

who eats me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread which came down from heaven, 

not such as the fathers ate and died; he who eats this bread will live for ever.” 59 This he 

said in the synagogue, as he taught at Caper′na-um.

The Gospel of the Lord

On August 18 we celebrate the life of Artemisia Bowden, Read from A Great Cloud of 

Witnesses.



The Rt. Rev. James Steptoe Johnston, Bishop of the Missionary District of Western Texas 

from1888–1916, desired to provide education and skill development for newly emancipated 

blacks in the mission field. Bishop Johnston traveled to Raleigh, North Carolina, in search of

a young, black, female teacher. In 1902, Ms. Artemisia Bowden courageously accepted 

Bishop Johnston’s invitation and assumed leadership of the St. Philip’s Vocational Day 

School for Colored Children in San Antonio, Texas.

She began with less than ten students. After leading the school for 52 years, a small day 

school was transformed into a fully accredited junior college offering over 100 degree and 

certificate programs. In 2016, St. Philip’s College had an enrollment of over 11,000 

students. St. Philip’s College carries the dual designation of being a Historically Black 

College and a Hispanic Serving Institution Bowden’s work, which began more than 110 

years ago, continues to be an essential piece of the educational system in South Texas.

Her participation in various social causes included the Texas Commission on Interracial 

Relations, the Negro Business and Professional Women’s Club, the City Federation of 

Clubs, the Southern Conference of Christians and Jews, the Coordination Council of 

Juvenile Delinquency in the Texas Social Welfare Association, the American Friends 

Service Commission, the Texas T.B. Association of Bexar County, and the National 

Association of College Women’s Clubs.

Her visionary leadership at St. Philip’s, as well as in the community, earned her honorary 

degrees, and recognition as one of ten outstanding women in the field of education by the 

National Council of Negro Women in 1946.  She was honored as Zeta Phi Beta’s Woman of

the Year in 1955. Dr. Bowden died in 1969, after a full and rich life of faith in Christ and 

fidelity to Christ’s Church, having served both the School and St. Philip’s Church in the 

Diocese of West Texas for more than sixty-seven years. 

Let us pray: O God, by your Holy Spirit, you give gifts to your people so that they might 

faithfully serve your Church and the world: We give you praise for the gifts of perseverance, 

teaching, and wisdom made manifest in your servant, Artemisia Bowden, whom you called 

far from home for the sake of educating the daughters and granddaughters of former slaves



in Texas. We thank you for blessing and prospering her life’s work, and pray that, following 

her example, we may be ever mindful of the call to serve where you send us; through Jesus

Christ our Lord, who with you and the Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.


