
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 22

The Collect and Psalms will be read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer
The Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel will be read from The English Standard Version Anglicised

The Collect: Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; 
and even now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that 
shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Proverbs 31:10-31 
10 An excellent wife who can find?
    She is far more precious than jewels.
11 The heart of her husband trusts in her,
    and he will have no lack of gain.
12 She does him good, and not harm,
    all the days of her life.
13 She seeks wool and flax,
    and works with willing hands.
14 She is like the ships of the merchant;
    she brings her food from afar.
15 She rises while it is yet night
    and provides food for her household
    and portions for her maidens.
16 She considers a field and buys it;
    with the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard.
17 She dresses herself with strength
    and makes her arms strong.
18 She perceives that her merchandise is profitable.
    Her lamp does not go out at night.
19 She puts her hands to the distaff,
    and her hands hold the spindle.
20 She opens her hand to the poor
    and reaches out her hands to the needy.
21 She is not afraid of snow for her household,
    for all her household are clothed in scarlet.
22 She makes bed coverings for herself;
    her clothing is fine linen and purple.
23 Her husband is known in the gates
    when he sits among the elders of the land.
24 She makes linen garments and sells them;
    she delivers sashes to the merchant.
25 Strength and dignity are her clothing,
    and she laughs at the time to come.
26 She opens her mouth with wisdom,
    and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.
27 She looks well to the ways of her household
    and does not eat the bread of idleness.
28 Her children rise up and call her blessed;
    her husband also, and he praises her:
29 “Many women have done excellently,



    but you surpass them all.”
30 Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain,
    but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.
31 Give her of the fruit of her hands,
    and let her works praise her in the gates. 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 1 Psalm: Psalm 1
1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *
       nor lingered in the way of sinners,
       nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *
       and they meditate on his law day and night.
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
   bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *
       everything they do shall prosper.
4 It is not so with the wicked; *
       they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *
       nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *
       but the way of the wicked is doomed.

Track 2 Old Testament: Wisdom of Solomon 1:16-2:1, 12-22
Read from The New Revised Standard Version Bible
But the ungodly by their words and deeds summoned death;
considering him a friend, they pined away
and made a covenant with him,
because they are fit to belong to his company. 
For they reasoned unsoundly, saying to themselves,
“Short and sorrowful is our life,
and there is no remedy when a life comes to its end,
and no one has been known to return from Hades. 

“Let us lie in wait for the righteous man,
because he is inconvenient to us and opposes our actions;
he reproaches us for sins against the law
and accuses us of sins against our training.
13 He professes to have knowledge of God
and calls himself a child of the Lord.
14 He became to us a reproof of our thoughts;
the very sight of him is a burden to us,
15 because his manner of life is unlike that of others,
and his ways are strange.
16 We are considered by him as something base,
and he avoids our ways as unclean;
he calls the last end of the righteous happy
and boasts that God is his father.
17 Let us see if his words are true,
and let us test what will happen at the end of his life,



18 for if the righteous man is God’s child, he will help him
and will deliver him from the hand of his adversaries.
19 Let us test him with insult and torture,
so that we may find out how reasonable he is
and make trial of his forbearance.
20 Let us condemn him to a shameful death,
for, according to what he says, he will be protected.”

21 Thus they reasoned, but they were led astray,
for their wickedness blinded them,
22 and they did not know the secret purposes of God,
nor hoped for the wages of holiness,
nor discerned the prize for blameless souls,
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

 or Jeremiah 11:18-20 
18 The Lord made it known to me and I knew;
    then you showed me their deeds.
19 But I was like a gentle lamb
    led to the slaughter.
I did not know it was against me
    they devised schemes, saying,
“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,
    let us cut him off from the land of the living,
    that his name be remembered no more.”
20 But, O Lord of hosts, who judges righteously,
    who tests the heart and the mind,
let me see your vengeance upon them,
    for to you have I committed my cause.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 2 Psalm: Psalm 54
1 Save me, O God, by your Name; *
       in your might, defend my cause.
2 Hear my prayer, O God; *
       give ear to the words of my mouth.
3 For the arrogant have risen up against me,
   and the ruthless have sought my life, *
       those who have no regard for God.
4 Behold, God is my helper; *
       it is the Lord who sustains my life.
5 Render evil to those who spy on me; *
       in your faithfulness, destroy them.
6 I will offer you a freewill sacrifice *
       and praise your Name, O Lord, for it is good.
7 For you have rescued me from every trouble, *
       and my eye has seen the ruin of my foes.



Epistle: James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 
13 Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the 
meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not 
boast and be false to the truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is 
earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder
and every vile practice. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to 
reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. 18 And a harvest of righteousness is 
sown in peace by those who make peace.

4 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at 
war within you? 2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you 
fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because
you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 

7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to 
God, and he will draw near to you. 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Mark 9:30-37 
30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he did not want anyone to know, 
31 for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into 
the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” 32 But 
they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to ask him.

33 And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you 
discussing on the way?” 34 But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another 
about who was the greatest. 35 And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If 
anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” 36 And he took a child and put him 
in the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever receives one such 
child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.”
The Gospel of the Lord

On September 26 we celebrate the life of Wilson Carlile Priest. Read from A Great Cloud of 
Witnesses

Born in 1847 in Brixton, England, Wilson Carlile was, from an early age, afflicted with spinal 
disease, which made his education difficult. He entered his grandfather’s business at the age of 
thirteen and soon became fluent in French, which he used in his own silk trading endeavors in 
Paris. His business was eventually ruined in the economic depression of the 1870’s. The collapse 
of his business resulted in physical and emotional distress, and it was during this time that Carlile 
turned to religion for comfort and a new sense of direction.

After serving as an organist in Dwight L. Moody’s evangelistic missions, Carlile was ordained a 
priest in 1881, serving his curacy at St. Mary Abbots, the parish church in Kensington. He had long 
been concerned with the Church’s lack of presence among the poor and working classes, and as a 
curate, he encouraged soldiers, grooms, coachmen, and other working laymen to preach the 
gospel among the residents of some of the worst slums of London. Many among the Church 
establishment accused Carlile of “dragging the Church into the gutter.”

In 1882, he resigned his curacy and devoted himself to the formal establishment of the Church 



Army, an organization dedicated to the proclamation of the gospel among the least of society. 
Despite great resistance, he sought official approval for his organization and its work from the 
Church of England Congress in 1883. In 1885, the Upper Convocation of Canterbury passed a 
resolution officially approving and recognizing the Church Army. Carlile served as rector of St. 
Mary-at-Hill, Eastcheap, London, from 1892-1926, where he continued his administration of the 
Army’s ministry. In 1905, he was honored as a Prebendary of St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 
England.

Today, the Church Army has eight independent geographically based societies across the Anglican 
Communion and is active in fifteen countries, continuing Carlile’s work.

Let us pray: God of boundless energy and light: We thank you for the courage and passion of 
Wilson Carlile who, after the example of your Son, sought new ways to open your Church to diverse
leaders as beacons of the Gospel of Christ. Quicken our hearts to give bold witness to Jesus Christ;
who with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.


