
Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost, November 17

The Collect and Psalms will be read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

The Old Testament Epistle and Gospel will be read from the New American Standard Bible

The Collect: Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: 

Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may 

embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in 

our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever

and ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: 1 Samuel 1:4-20 

2 Then Hannah prayed and said,

“My heart rejoices in the Lord;

My horn is exalted in the Lord,

My mouth speaks boldly against my enemies,

Because I rejoice in Your salvation.

2 There is no one holy like the Lord,

Indeed, there is no one besides You,

Nor is there any rock like our God.

3 Do not go on boasting so very proudly,

Do not let arrogance come out of your mouth;

For the Lord is a God of knowledge,

And with Him actions are weighed.

4 The bows of the mighty are broken to pieces,

But those who have stumbled strap on strength.

5 Those who were full hire themselves out for bread,

But those who were hungry cease to be hungry.

Even the infertile woman gives birth to seven,

But she who has many children languishes.



6 The Lord puts to death and makes alive;

He brings down to Sheol and brings up.

7 The Lord makes poor and rich;

He humbles, He also exalts.

8 He raises the poor from the dust,

He lifts the needy from the garbage heap

To seat them with nobles,

And He gives them a seat of honor as an inheritance;

For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s,

And He set the world on them.

9 He watches over the feet of His godly ones,

But the wicked ones are silenced in darkness;

For not by might shall a person prevail.

10 Those who contend with the Lord will be terrified;

Against them He will thunder in the heavens,

The Lord will judge the ends of the earth;

And He will give strength to His king,

And will exalt the horn of His anointed.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 1 Psalm: 1 Samuel 2:1-10 

1 ‘My heart exults in the Lord;

   my strength is exalted in my God.

My mouth derides my enemies,

   because I rejoice in my victory.

2 ‘There is no Holy One like the Lord,

   no one besides you;

   there is no Rock like our God.

3 Talk no more so very proudly,

   let not arrogance come from your mouth;

for the Lord is a God of knowledge,



   and by him actions are weighed.

4 The bows of the mighty are broken,

   but the feeble gird on strength.

5 Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread,

   but those who were hungry are fat with spoil.

The barren has borne seven,

   but she who has many children is forlorn.

6 The Lord kills and brings to life;

   he brings down to Sheol and raises up.

7 The Lord makes poor and makes rich;

   he brings low, he also exalts.

8 He raises up the poor from the dust;

   he lifts the needy from the ash heap,

to make them sit with princes

   and inherit a seat of honour.

For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s,

   and on them he has set the world.

9 ‘He will guard the feet of his faithful ones,

   but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness;

   for not by might does one prevail.

10 The Lord! His adversaries shall be shattered;

   the Most High will thunder in heaven.

The Lord will judge the ends of the earth;

   he will give strength to his king,

   and exalt the power of his anointed.’

Track 2 Old Testament: Daniel 12:1-3 

12 “Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your 

people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there 

was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in 

the book, will be rescued. 2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will 



awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt. 3 And 

those who have insight will shine like the glow of the expanse of heaven, and those who 

lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's People

Track 2 Psalm: Psalm 16

1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; *

       I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord,

       my good above all other.”

2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, *

       upon those who are noble among the people.

3 But those who run after other gods *

       shall have their troubles multiplied.

4 Their libations of blood I will not offer, *

       nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.

5 O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; *

       it is you who uphold my lot.

6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; *

       indeed, I have a goodly heritage.

7 I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; *

       my heart teaches me, night after night.

8 I have set the Lord always before me; *

       because he is at my right hand I shall not fall.

9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; *

       my body also shall rest in hope.

10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, *

       nor let your holy one see the Pit.

11 You will show me the path of life; *

       in your presence there is fullness of joy,

       and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.



Epistle: Hebrews 10:11-14 (15-18) 19-25 

11 Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, 

which can never take away sins; 12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, 

sat down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting from that time onward until His enemies are 

made a footstool for His feet. 14 For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who

are sanctified. 15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after saying,

16 “This is the covenant which I will make with them

After those days, declares the Lord:

I will put My laws upon their hearts,

And write them on their mind,”

He then says,

17 “And their sins and their lawless deeds

I will no longer remember.”

18 Now where there is forgiveness of these things, an offering for sin is no longer required.

19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the 

blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, 

that is, through His flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 

22 let’s approach God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 

sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let’s 

hold firmly to the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; 

24 and let’s consider how to encourage one another in love and good deeds, 25 not 

abandoning our own meeting together, as is the habit of some people, but encouraging one 

another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's People

Gospel: Mark 13:1-8 

13 As He was going out of the temple, one of His disciples *said to Him, “Teacher, look! 

What wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!” 2 And Jesus said to him, “Do you 

see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left upon another, which will not be torn 



down.”

3 As He was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and 

Andrew were questioning Him privately, 4 “Tell us, when will these things come about, and 

what will be the sign when all these things are going to be fulfilled?” 5 And Jesus began to 

say to them, “See to it that no one misleads you. 6 Many will come in My name, saying, ‘I 

am He!’ and they will mislead many. 7 When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not 

be alarmed; those things must take place; but that is not yet the end. 8 For nation will rise 

up against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various 

places; there will also be famines. These things are only the beginning of birth pains.

The Gospel of the Lord

On November 20 we celebrate the life of Edmund, King of East Anglia. Read from A 

Great Cloud of Witnesses

Edmund ascended the throne of East Anglia at the age of fifteen, one of several monarchs 

who ruled various parts of England at that period in her history. The principal source of 

information about the martyrdom of the young king is an account by Dunstan, who became 

Archbishop of Canterbury ninety years after Edmund’s death. Dunstan had heard the story 

many years before from a man who claimed to have been Edmund’s armor bearer.

Edmund had reigned as a Christian king for nearly fifteen years when Danish armies 

invaded England in 870. Led by two brothers, Hinguar and Hubba, the Danes moved south, 

burning monasteries and churches, plundering and destroying entire villages, and killing 

hundreds. Upon reaching East Anglia, the brothers confronted Edmund and offered to share

their treasure with him if he would acknowledge their supremacy, forbid all practice of the 

Christian faith, and become a figurehead ruler. Edmund’s bishops advised him to accept the

terms and avoid further bloodshed, but the king refused. He declared that he would not 

forsake Christ by surrendering to pagan rule, nor would he betray his people by consorting 

with the enemy. Edmund’s small army fought bravely against the Danes, but the king was 

eventually captured. According to Dunstan’s account, Edmund was tortured, beaten, shot 

through with arrows, and finally beheaded. By tradition, the date of his death is November 



20, 870.

The cult of the twenty-nine-year-old martyr grew very rapidly, and his remains were 

eventually enshrined in a Benedictine monastery in Bedericesworth—now called Bury St. 

Edmunds. Through the centuries, Edmund’s shrine became a traditional place of pilgrimage

for England’s kings, who came to pray at the grave of a man who remained steadfast in the 

Christian faith and loyal to the integrity of the English people.

Let us pray: O God of ineffable mercy, you gave grace and fortitude to blessed Edmund 

the king to triumph over the enemy of his people by nobly dying for your Name: Bestow on 

us your servants the shield of faith with which we can withstand the assaults of our ancient 

enemy; through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.


