
Second Sunday after the Epiphany

The Collect and Psalm will be read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer 

The Old Testament Epistle and Gospel will be read from the English Standard Version Bible 

Anglicized

The Collect:  Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: 

Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the 

radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and obeyed to the ends of the 

earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Isaiah 62:1-5

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent,

    and for Jerusalem's sake I will not be quiet,

until her righteousness goes forth as brightness,

    and her salvation as a burning torch.

2 The nations shall see your righteousness,

    and all the kings your glory,

and you shall be called by a new name

    that the mouth of the Lord will give.

3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,

    and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

4 You shall no more be termed Forsaken,

    and your land shall no more be termed Desolate,

but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her,

    and your land Married;

for the Lord delights in you,

    and your land shall be married.

5 For as a young man marries a young woman,

    so shall your sons marry you,



and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,

    so shall your God rejoice over you. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm: Psalm 36:5–10

5 Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, *

       and your faithfulness to the clouds.

6 Your righteousness is like the strong mountains,

   your justice like the great deep; *

      you save both man and beast, O Lord.

7 How priceless is your love, O God! *

      your people take refuge under the

                              shadow of your wings.

8 They feast upon the abundance of your house; *

      you give them drink from the river of your delights.

9 For with you is the well of life, *

      and in your light we see light.

10 Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you, *

       and your favor to those who are true of heart.

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 12:1–11

12 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You know 

that when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were led. 

3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says 

“Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, 

but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who 

empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 

common good. 8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to 



another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the 

same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of 

miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to 

another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are 

empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: John 2:1–11 

2 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 

there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, 

the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, 

what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the 

servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding 

twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled

them up to the brim. 8 And he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master 

of the feast.” So they took it. 9 When the master of the feast tasted the water now become 

wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water 

knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves 

the good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have 

kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, 

and manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him.

The Gospel of the Lord

On January 23 we celebrate the life of Phillips Brooks, Bishop of Massachusetts. 

Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Writing about Phillips Brooks in 1930, William Lawrence, who as a young man had known 

him, began, “Phillips Brooks was a leader of youth . . . His was the spirit of adventure, in 

thought, life, and faith.” To many who know him only as the author of “O little town of 



Bethlehem,” this part of Brooks’ life and influence is little known.

Born in Boston in 1835, Phillips Brooks began his ministry in Philadelphia. His impressive 

personality and his eloquence immediately attracted attention. After ten years in 

Philadelphia, he returned to Boston as rector of Trinity Church, which was destroyed in the 

Boston fire three years later. It is a tribute to Brooks’ preaching, character, and leadership 

that in four years of worshiping in temporary and bare surroundings, the congregation grew 

and flourished. The new Trinity Church was a daring architectural enterprise for its day, with 

its altar placed in the center of the chancel, “a symbol of unity; God and man and all God’s 

creation,” and was a symbol of Brooks’ vision—a fitting setting for the greatest preacher of 

the century.

This reputation has never been challenged. His sermons have passages that still grasp the 

reader, though they do not convey the warmth and vitality which so impressed his hearers. 

James Bryce wrote, “There was no sign of art about his preaching, no touch of self-

consciousness. He spoke to his audience as a man might speak to his friend, pouring forth 

with swift, yet quiet and seldom impassioned earnestness, the thoughts of his singularly 

pure and lofty spirit.”

Brooks died in Boston on January 23, 1893.

Brooks ministered with tenderness, understanding, and warm friendliness. He inspired men 

to enter the ministry, and taught many of them the art of preaching. He was conservative 

and orthodox in his theology; but his generosity of heart led him to be regarded as the 

leader of the liberal circles of the Church.

Let us pray: O everlasting God, you revealed truth to your servant Phillips Brooks, and so 

formed and molded his mind and heart that he was able to mediate that truth with grace and

power: Grant, we pray, that all whom you call to preach the Gospel may steep themselves 

in your Word, and conform their lives to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


