Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 18

The Collect and Psalm will be read from The Episcopal Church book of Common Prayer
The First Lesson, Second Lesson and Gospel will be read from the English Standard
Version Anglicized Bible

The Collect: Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to
know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly
follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 11:1-18

11 Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles
also had received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision
party criticized him, saying, 3 “You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 4 But
Peter began and explained it to them in order: 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a
trance | saw a vision, something like a great sheet descending, being let down from heaven
by its four corners, and it came down to me. 6 Looking at it closely, | observed animals and
beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air. 7 And | heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise,
Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But | said, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing common or unclean has
ever entered my mouth.” 9 But the voice answered a second time from heaven, ‘What God
has made clean, do not call common.” 10 This happened three times, and all was drawn up
again into heaven. 11 And behold, at that very moment three men arrived at the house in
which we were, sent to me from Caesarea. 12 And the Spirit told me to go with them,
making no distinction. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man's
house. 13 And he told us how he had seen the angel stand in his house and say, ‘Send to
Joppa and bring Simon who is called Peter; 14 he will declare to you a message by which
you will be saved, you and all your household.” 15 As | began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell
on them just as on us at the beginning. 16 And | remembered the word of the Lord, how he
said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 17 If then God
gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ,
who was | that | could stand in God's way?” 18 When they heard these things they fell
silent. And they glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted
repentance that leads to life.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm: Psalm 148
1 Hallelujah!
Praise the Lord from the heavens; *

praise him in the heights.

2 Praise him, all you angels of his; *
praise him, all his host.

3 Praise him, sun and moon; *
praise him, all you shining stars.



4 Praise him, heaven of heavens, *
and you waters above the heavens.
5 Let them praise the Name of the Lord; *
for he commanded, and they were created.
6 He made them stand fast for ever and ever; *
he gave them a law which shall not pass away.
7 Praise the Lord from the earth, *
you sea-monsters and all deeps;
8 Fire and hail, snow and fog, *
tempestuous wind, doing his will;
9 Mountains and all hills, *
fruit trees and all cedars;
10 Wild beasts and all cattle, *
creeping things and winged birds;
11 Kings of the earth and all peoples, *
princes and all rulers of the world;
12 Young men and maidens, *
old and young together.
13 Let them praise the Name of the Lord, *
for his Name only is exalted,
his splendor is over earth and heaven.
14 He has raised up strength for his people
and praise for all his loyal servants, *
the children of Israel, a people who are near him.
Hallelujah!

Second Lesson: Revelation 21:1-6

21 Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And | heard
a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will
dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.
4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain any more, for the former things have passed away.”
5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, | am making all things new.” Also he
said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And he said to me, “It is
done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty | will give
from the spring of the water of life without payment.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: John 13:31-35

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified
in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at
once. 33 Little children, yet a little while | am with you. You will seek me, and just as | said to
the Jews, so now | also say to you, ‘Where | am going you cannot come.” 34 A new
commandment | give to you, that you love one another: just as | have loved you, you also



are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another.”
The Gospel of the Lord

On May 19 we celebrate the life of Dunstan, Archbishop of Canterbury. Read from A
Great Cloud of Witnesses.

In the ninth century, under King Alfred the Great, England had achieved considerable
military, political, cultural, and even some ecclesiastical recovery from the Viking invasions.
It was not until the following century that there was a revival of monasticism. In that, the
leading figure was Dunstan.

Dunstan was born about 909 into a family with royal connections. He became a monk and,
in 943, was made Abbot of Glastonbury. During a year-long political exile in Flanders, he
encountered the vigorous currents of the Benedictine monastic revival. King Edgar recalled
Dunstan to England in 957, appointed him Bishop of Worcester, then of London; and, in
960, named him Archbishop of Canterbury. Together with his former pupils, Bishops
Aethelwold of Winchester and Oswald of Worcester (later of York), Dunstan was a leader of
the English Church. All three have been described as “contemplatives in action”—bringing
the fruits of their monastic prayer life to the immediate concerns of Church and State. They
sought better education and discipline among the clergy, the end of landed family interest in
the Church, the restoration of former monasteries and the establishment of new ones, a
revival of monastic life for women, and a more elaborate and carefully ordered liturgical
worship.

This reform movement was set forth in the “Monastic Agreement,” a common code for
English monasteries drawn up by Aethelwold about 970, primarily under the inspiration of
Dunstan. It called for continual intercession for the royal house, and emphasized the close
tie between the monasteries and the crown. This close alliance of Church and State,
sacramentalized in the anointing of the King, was expressed liturgically in the earliest
English coronation ceremony of which a full text survives, compiled for King Edgar by
Dunstan and his associates.

The long-term effects of this tenth-century reform resulted in the retention of two peculiarly
English institutions: the “monastic cathedral,” and the Celtic pattern of “monk-bishops.”

Dunstan is reputed to have been an expert craftsman. His name is especially associated
with the working of metals and the casting of bells, and he was regarded as the patron saint
of those crafts.

He died at Canterbury in 988.

Let us pray: Direct your Church, O Lord, into the beauty of holiness, that, following the
good example of your servant Dunstan, we may honor your Son Jesus Christ with our lips
and in our lives; to the glory ofhis Name, who lives and reigns with you and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



