
Seventh Sunday of Easter, June 1, 2025

The Collect and Psalm are from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

The First Lesson, Second Lesson and Gospel are from the Holman Christian Standard 

Bible

The Collect: O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with 

great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your 

Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone 

before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. 

Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 16:16-34

16 Once, as we were on our way to prayer, a slave girl met us who had a spirit of prediction.

She made a large profit for her owners by fortune-telling. 17 As she followed Paul and us 

she cried out, “These men, who are proclaiming to you the way of salvation, are the slaves 

of the Most High God.” 18 And she did this for many days.

But Paul was greatly aggravated and turning to the spirit, said, “I command you in the name

of Jesus Christ to come out of her!” And it came out right away.

19 When her owners saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and 

dragged them into the marketplace to the authorities. 20 Bringing them before the chief 

magistrates, they said, “These men are seriously disturbing our city. They are Jews 21 and 

are promoting customs that are not legal for us as Romans to adopt or practice.”

22 Then the mob joined in the attack against them, and the chief magistrates stripped off 

their clothes and ordered them to be beaten with rods. 23 After they had inflicted many 

blows on them, they threw them in jail, ordering the jailer to keep them securely guarded. 

24 Receiving such an order, he put them into the inner prison and secured their feet in the 

stocks.



25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 

prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the 

foundations of the jail were shaken, and immediately all the doors were opened, and 

everyone’s chains came loose. 27 When the jailer woke up and saw the doors of the prison 

open, he drew his sword and was going to kill himself, since he thought the prisoners had 

escaped.

28 But Paul called out in a loud voice, “Don’t harm yourself, because all of us are here!”

29 Then the jailer called for lights, rushed in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 

30 Then he escorted them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”

31 So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your 

household.” 32 Then they spoke the message of the Lord to him along with everyone in his 

house. 33 He took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds. Right away 

he and all his family were baptized. 34 He brought them into his house, set a meal before 

them, and rejoiced because he had believed God with his entire household.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm: Psalm 97

1 The Lord is King;

   let the earth rejoice; *

       let the multitude of the isles be glad.

2 Clouds and darkness are round about him, *

       righteousness and justice are the foundations of his throne.

3 A fire goes before him *

       and burns up his enemies on every side.



4 His lightnings light up the world; *

       the earth sees it and is afraid.

5 The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the Lord, *

       at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth.

6 The heavens declare his righteousness, *

       and all the peoples see his glory.

7 Confounded be all who worship carved images

   and delight in false gods! *

       Bow down before him, all you gods.

8 Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, *

       because of your judgments, O Lord.

9 For you are the Lord,

   most high over all the earth; *

       you are exalted far above all gods.

10 The Lord loves those who hate evil; *

       he preserves the lives of his saints

       and delivers them from the hand of the wicked.

11 Light has sprung up for the righteous, *

       and joyful gladness for those who are truehearted.

12 Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, *

       and give thanks to his holy Name.



Second Lesson: Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21

12 “Look! I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me to repay each person according to

what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning 

and the End.

14 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of 

life and may enter the city by the gates. 

16 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to attest these things to you for the churches. I am the 

Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright Morning Star.”

17 Both the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” Anyone who hears should say, “Come!” And 

the one who is thirsty should come. Whoever desires should take the living water as a gift.

20 He who testifies about these things says, “Yes, I am coming quickly.”

Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!

21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people 

Gospel: John 17:20-26 

20 I pray not only for these,

but also for those who believe in Me

through their message.

21 May they all be one,

as You, Father, are in Me and I am in You.

May they also be one in Us,

so the world may believe You sent Me.

22 I have given them the glory You have given Me.

May they be one as We are one.

23 I am in them and You are in Me.



May they be made completely one,

so the world may know You have sent Me

and have loved them as You have loved Me.

24 Father,

I desire those You have given Me

to be with Me where I am.

Then they will see My glory,

which You have given Me

because You loved Me before the world’s foundation.

25 Righteous Father!

The world has not known You.

However, I have known You,

and these have known that You sent Me.

26 I made Your name known to them

and will make it known,

so the love You have loved Me with

may be in them and I may be in them.

The Gospel of the Lord

On June 1 we celebrate the life of Justin, Martyr at Rome. From A Great Cloud of 

Witnesses.

Toward the middle of the second century, there came into the young Christian community a 

seeker for the truth, whose wide interests, noble spirit, and able mind, greatly enriched it.

Justin was born into a Greek-speaking pagan family about the year 110 in Samaria, near 

Shechem. He was educated in Greek philosophy. Like Augustine after him, he was left 

restless by all this knowledge. During a walk along the beach at Ephesus, he fell in with a 

stranger, who told him about Christ. “Straightway a flame was kindled in my soul,” he writes,

“and a love of the prophets and those who are friends of Christ possessed me.” He became 

a Christian as a result of this encounter, and thereafter regarded Christianity as the only 



“safe and profitable philosophy.”

About 150, Justin moved to Rome. As philosophers did in those days, he started a school—

in this case, a school of Christian philosophy— and accepted students. He also wrote. 

Three of his works are known to us: a dialogue in Platonic style with a Jew named Trypho, 

and two “apologies.” (An apology in this sense, of course, is not an excuse, but a spirited 

defense.) Justin’s First and Second Apologies defend Christianity against the Greek charge 

of irrationality and the Roman charge of disloyalty to the empire. These two works provide 

us with important insights into developing theological ideas and liturgical practices of early 

Christianity. In the Dialogue with Trypho, Justin defends the Church against the Jewish 

charge of distorting the Old Testament. He interprets the Old Testament as the 

foreshadowing of the New.

While teaching in Rome, he engaged in a public debate with a philosopher of the Cynic 

school named Crescens, accusing him of ignorance and immorality. Angered, Crescens 

preferred legal charges against him. Justin and six of his students were arrested and 

brought before the prefect Rusticus. As the custom was, Rusticus gave them an opportunity

to renounce their faith. All steadfastly refused to do so. Justin and his companions were put 

to death about the year 167.

Let us pray: O God, who has given your Church wisdom and revealed deep and secret 

things: Grant that we, like your servant Justin and in union with his prayers, may find your 

truth an abiding refuge all the days of our lives; through Jesus Christ, who with the Holy 

Spirit lives and reigns with you, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.


