
Last Sunday after the Epiphany, Feb. 15

The Collect and Psalm will be read from the Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

The Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel will be read from The Easy to Read Version Bible

The Collect: O God, who before the passion of your onlybegotten Son revealed his glory 

upon the holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance,

may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to 

glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Exodus 24:12-18

12 The Lord said to Moses, “Come to me on the mountain. I have written my teachings and 

laws on two stone tablets. These teachings and laws are for the people. I will give these 

stone tablets to you.”

13 So Moses and his helper, Joshua, went up the mountain of God. 14 Moses said to the 

elders, “Wait here for us until we come back to you. While I am gone, Aaron and Hur will 

rule over you. Go to them if anyone has a problem.”

15 Then Moses went up the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The Glory of

the Lord came down on Mount Sinai. The cloud covered the mountain for six days. On the 

seventh day, the Lord spoke to Moses from the cloud. 17 The Israelites could see the Glory 

of the Lord. It was like a fire burning on top of the mountain.

18 Then Moses went higher up the mountain into the cloud. He was on the mountain for 40 

days and 40 nights.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people



Psalm: Psalm 2 or 99

Psalm 2

1 Why are the nations in an uproar? *

       Why do the peoples mutter empty threats?

2 Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt,

  and the princes plot together, *

       against the Lord and against his Anointed?

3 “Let us break their yoke,” they say; *

      “let us cast off their bonds from us.”

4 He whose throne is in heaven is laughing; *

       the Lord has them in derision.

5 Then he speaks to them in his wrath, *

       and his rage fills them with terror.

6 “I myself have set my king *

       upon my holy hill of Zion.”

7 Let me announce the decree of the Lord: *

       he said to me, “You are my Son;

this day have I begotten you.

8 Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for

                            your inheritance *

       and the ends of the earth for your possession.

9 You shall crush them with an iron rod *

       and shatter them like a piece of pottery.”

10 And now, you kings, be wise; *

       be warned, you rulers of the earth.

11 Submit to the Lord with fear, *

       and with trembling bow before him;

12 Lest he be angry and you perish; *

       for his wrath is quickly kindled.

13 Happy are they all *

       who take refuge in him!

Or



Psalm 99

1 The Lord is King;

  let the people tremble; *

       he is enthroned upon the cherubim;

       let the earth shake.

2 The Lord is great in Zion; *

       he is high above all peoples.

3 Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; *

       he is the Holy One.

4 “O mighty King, lover of justice,

   you have established equity; *

       you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.”

5 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God

  and fall down before his footstool; *

       he is the Holy One.

6 Moses and Aaron among his priests,

  and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, *

       they called upon the Lord, and he answered them.

7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; *

       they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them.

8 “O Lord our God, you answered them indeed; *

       you were a God who forgave them,

       yet punished them for their evil deeds.”

9 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God

  and worship him upon his holy hill; *

       for the Lord our God is the Holy One.

Epistle: 2 Peter 1:16-21

16 We told you about the power of our Lord Jesus Christ. We told you about his coming. 

The things we told you were not just clever stories that people invented. No, we saw the 

greatness of Jesus with our own eyes. 17 Jesus heard the voice of the great and glorious 



God. That was when he received honor and glory from God the Father. The voice said, 

“This is my Son, the one I love. I am very pleased with him.” 18 And we heard that voice. It 

came from heaven while we were with Jesus on the holy mountain.

19 This makes us more sure about what the prophets said. And it is good for you to follow 

closely what they said, which is like a light shining in a dark place. You have that light until 

the day begins and the morning star brings new light to your minds. 20 Most important of all,

you must understand this: No prophecy in the Scriptures comes from the prophet’s own 

understanding. 21 No prophecy ever came from what some person wanted to say. But 

people were led by the Holy Spirit and spoke words from God.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's People

Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9 

17 Six days later, Jesus took Peter, James, and John the brother of James and went up on 

a high mountain. They were all alone there. 2 While these followers watched him, Jesus 

was changed. His face became bright like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 

3 Then two men were there, talking with him. They were Moses and Elijah.

4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you want, I will put three tents 

here—one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”

5 While Peter was talking, a bright cloud came over them. A voice came from the cloud and 

said, “This is my Son, the one I love. I am very pleased with him. Obey him!”

6 The followers with Jesus heard this voice. They were very afraid, so they fell to the 

ground. 7 But Jesus came to them and touched them. He said, “Stand up. Don’t be afraid.” 

8 The followers looked up, and they saw that Jesus was now alone.

9 As Jesus and the followers were coming down the mountain, he gave them this 

command: “Don’t tell anyone about what you saw on the mountain. Wait until the Son of 

Man has been raised from death. Then you can tell people about what you saw.”

The Gospel of the Lord



On February 16 we celebrate the life of Charles Todd Quintard, Bishop of Tennessee. 

Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Charles Todd Quintard was the second bishop of the Diocese of Tennessee and the first 

Vice Chancellor of The University of the South at Sewanee.

Quintard was born in 1824 in Stamford, Connecticut. In 1847 he received the degree of 

Doctor of Medicine from the Medical College of New York University and worked at New 

York City’s Bellevue Hospital. After a brief episode of practicing medicine in Athens, 

Georgia, Quintard became the professor of anatomy and physiology at Memphis Medical 

College and an editor of the Memphis Medical Reporter. In 1848, Quintard married 

Katherine Isabella Hand, a native of Roswell, Georgia, and together they were the parents 

of three children.

It was while he was in Memphis that Quintard came to know Bishop James Hervey Otey, 

the first bishop of Tennessee. Under Otey’s personal tutelage, Quintard prepared for holy 

orders. He was ordained to the diaconate on New Year’s Day, 1855, and to the priesthood 

on the Feast of the Epiphany, 1856. He served as rector of the Church of the Advent, 

Nashville, until his election as the second bishop of Tennessee in October 1865. He served 

as bishop until his death in 1898.

During the Civil War, Quintard played dual roles in the Confederate Army as both chaplain 

and surgeon. Following the war, he was instrumental in bringing together the previously 

divided factions and extending the reach of The Episcopal Church, particularly among 

African Americans.

Bishop Quintard was a strong advocate of education at every level and played a major role 

in the establishment of schools. Perhaps his greatest accomplishment was the rebuilding of 

The University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee, after its destruction during the Civil 

War. He made several successful trips to England to raise the funds to secure the future of 

the University. From February 1867 to July 1872, Quintard served as the reconstituted 

University’s first Vice Chancellor. Quintard believed that a great Episcopal university was 



essential, not just to the church in Tennessee and the southeast, but to the whole church, 

and thus devoted much of his ministry to Sewanee.

Let us pray: Mighty God, we bless your Name for the example of your bishop Charles Todd

Quintard, who persevered to reconcile the divisions among the people of his time: Grant, we

pray, that your Church may ever be one, that it may be a refuge for all, for the honor of your 

Name; through Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for

ever and ever. Amen.


